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DETAILED ACTION 


Claim Objections 


1 . Claims 5, 9, 10-13 and 15 are objected to because of the following informalities: 

> In regards to claim 5, 9, 12-13 and 15, all statements comprising "one of have a 
list of the items and directly before the last listing should be the word -or--, not 
the word "and". For example, the word "and", page 13, line 3 should be -or--. 

> In regards to claim 10, separating the memory from the physical alarm clock is 
not mentioned in the specification. 

> In regards to claim 11, the term "buffering memory" is not provided or mentioned 
in the specification. 

Appropriate correction is required. 


The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 
A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public 
use or on sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United 
States. 

2. Claims 1-5, 14 and 17 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated 
by Van Ryzin (U.S Patent No. 5,991,240). 


Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 
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Regarding claim 1, Van Ryzin discloses an alarm clock with automatic time/date 
setting, hereinafter referenced as an alarm clock. Van Ryzin's alarm clock is in 
communication with an external source (television broadcast station; column 1, 
lines 6-9) of at least one audio data file (sound circuit; figure, element 22), the alarm 
clock (10) comprising: 

a digital signal processor (figure, element 14) for receiving a data signal from the 
external source and for decoding the received data signal to obtain the audio data file 
(column 1, lines 49-53 and column 2, lines 51-56); 

a memory (figure, element 20) for storing the audio data file (column 1 , 
line 66 "a sound circuit for storing musical tunes", element 22); 

a programmable controller (figure, element 16) for coordinating the transfer of the 
audio data file from the digital signal processor to the memory, and for activating an 
alarm sound coded in the audio data file when the programmable controller determines 
that the alarm sound is required to fulfill the programming instructions of the 
programmable controller (column 1, line 67 - column 2, line 4; column 2, lines 23-29; 
column 3, lines 23-25); and 

a speaker (inherent to the device because it generates sound corresponding to 
the amplified signal) for playing the alarm sound (column 3, lines 30-33). 

Regarding claim 2, Van Ryzin discloses a display (figure, element 18) for 
displaying information received from the programmable controller regarding the 
programming instructions (column 2, lines 28-29 and 54-56). 
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Regarding claim 3, Van Ryzin discloses an alarm clock comprising at least one 
manual input control (holiday/weekend key) that is used to provide an input of 
information to the programmable controller to supplement the programming instructions 
of the programmable controller (column 3, lines 9-14). 

Regarding claim 4, Van Ryzin discloses an audio playback device (sound circuit; 
figure, element 22) wherein the device can be accessed by the programmable controller 
as an alternate source of an audio data file for use in the programmable controller 
fulfilling the programming instructions (column 3, lines 30-43). 

Regarding claim 5, Van Ryzin discloses an alarm clock wherein the audio 
playback device is at least one of a cassette tape player, a CD-ROM player, a radio 
(column 1, lines 10-15), a computer disk drive, a video cassette player, or a video digital 
drive. 

Regarding claim 14, Van Ryzin discloses an alarm clock wherein the digital 
signal processor (figure, element 14) decodes the received signal to obtain a set of 
transmitted programming instructions that are used to supplement the programming 
instructions of the programmable controller (column 1, lines 49-53 and column 2, lines 
51-56). 

Regarding claim 17, Van Ryzin discloses that the time and date on the alarm 
clock is synchronized with the time and date on the external data source (column 1 , 
lines 6-9 and column 2, lines 30-32). 




Application/Control Number: 09/765,843 
Art Unit: 2655 


Page 5 


Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 


The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 

obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

3. Claims 6-13 and 15-16 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being 

unpatentable over Van Ryzin in view of Herold (U.S. Patent No. 5,832,067). 

Regarding claim 6, Van Ryzin discloses an alarm clock but lacks disclosing that 

the alarm clock comprises a video display, a memory for storing a video data file and a 

programmable controller for displaying the video image. Herold discloses an alarm 

clock further comprising: 

a video display (figure 5, element 274; column 6, lines 18-19) 

a memory for storing a video data file (figure 5, element 272; column 6, lines 1- 

5); and 

a programmable controller (microprocessor; figure 5, element 254) for displaying 
the encoded video image on the display when the programmable controller determines 
that the display of the video image is required to fulfill the programming instructions 
(column 6, lines 5-14). 

Therefore it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time 
the invention was made to modify Van Ryzin's invention such that is disclosed a video 
display, a memory for storing a video data file and a programmable controller for 
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displaying the video image in order to be able to read text or other data downloaded 
once awakened. 

Regarding claim 7, Van Ryzin discloses an alarm clock further comprising: 

a means of connection to an external source of at least one video data file ("a 
tuner for receiving broadcast video signal"); 

a programmable controller (figure, element 16) for coordinating the transfer of the 
video data file from the digital signal processor to the memory (column 3, lines 22-29) 
but lacks disclosing a digital signal processor for receiving a data signal from the 
external source and for decoding the received data signal to obtain the video data file. 
Herold discloses a digital signal processor (sensing circuit; figures 1 and 5; element 52 
and 252; column 4, lines 1-3 with column 6, lines 14-17) for receiving a data signal from 
the external source and for decoding the received data to obtain the video data file 
(column 6, lines 18-27). 

Therefore it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time 
the invention was made to modify Van Ryzin's invention such that it disclosed a digital 
signal processor for receiving a data signal from the external source and for decoding 
the received data signal to obtain the video data file in order to be able to read text or 
other data downloaded once awakened. 

Regarding claim 8, Van Ryzin discloses an alarm clock but lacks disclosing that 
the memory can be used to store at least two data files. Herold discloses that the 
memory can be used to store two data files that are one of audio and video (column 2, 
lines 5-19 "remote server stores a plurality of stored messages"). 
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Therefore, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the 
time the invention was made to modify Van Ryzin's invention such that it discloses 
memory that can be used to store audio and video data files to play sound related to the 
text that may be displayed in order to allow the flexibility to preselect messages to be 
played at a preselected time. 

Regarding claim 9, Van Ryzin discloses an alarm clock but lacks that the alarm 
clock is connected to an external source of at least one audio data file by a digital signal 
processor receiving signals from a connection. Herold discloses an alarm clock wherein 
the alarm clock is connected to the external source of at least one audio data file by a 
digital signal processor receiving signals from at least one of an internet connection, a 
local computer network connection (server; figure 1, element 24; column 3, lines 8-14), 
an independent data drive, an independent audio playback device, or an independent 
computer. Therefore, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the 
time the invention was made to modify Van Ryzin's invention such that it is connected to 
an external source to allow flexibility and customization to the system for the user to 
download files and adjust settings in different ways. 

Regarding claim 10, Van Ryzin discloses an alarm clock but lacks that the 
memory is separate from the physical alarm clock. Herold discloses an alarm clock 
wherein the memory for storing the audio data file (figure 5, element 272) is located 
separate from the physical alarm clock unit (figure 5, element 250) and is accessed by 
the alarm clock by a data connection (figure 5). 
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Therefore, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the 
time the invention was made to modify Van Ryzin's invention such that the memory is 
separate from the physical alarm clock to allow more storage for storing audio data file 
and other pertinent information needed to download programming instructions, sound 
files etc. 

Regarding claim 11, Van Ryzin discloses an alarm clock but lacks that the 
memory performs as buffering memory. Herold discloses an alarm clock wherein the 
memory performs as a buffering memory (RAM; figure 5, element 272; column 6, 
lines 1-5). 

Therefore, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the 
time the invention was made to modify Van Ryzin's invention such that the memory 
performs as buffering memory to store electronic circuitry to serve the purpose of flow 
control. 

Regarding claim 12, Van Ryzin discloses an alarm clock but lacks that the alarm 
clock is connected to an external source. Herold discloses an alarm clock wherein the 
data connection connects the alarm clock to at least one of an external computer, an 
external data storage device, an external computer drive unit, a computer server that is 
part of a local computer network (server; figure 1 , element 24; column 3, lines 8-14), or 
a computer server that is part of the world wide web internet. Therefore, it would have 
been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention was made to 
modify Herold's invention such that it is connected to an external source to allow 
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flexibility and customization to the system, which allows the user to download files and 
adjust settings in different ways. 

Regarding claim 13, Van Ryzin discloses an alarm clock but lacks that is 
connected by a direct or wireless connection. Herold discloses an alarm clock wherein 
the speaker for playing the alarm sound is connected to the alarm clock by one of a 
direct, wired connection to a speaker (figure 2), a wireless radio connection to a 
speaker, a wireless infrared connection to a speaker, or a means of transmitting data to 
a speaker that includes transmitting data in a wireless manner. 

Therefore, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the 
time the invention was made to modify Van Ryzin's alarm clock such that the speaker 
for playing the alarm sound is connected to the alarm clock by one of a direct, wired 
connection to a speaker to allow a wire to be dedicated to a particular system and to be 
directly transmitted from the audio source to the speaker, in order to avoid signal errors 
due to noise. 

Regarding claim 15, Van Ryzin discloses an alarm clock but lacks that the alarm 
clock received signals is from an external source. Van Ryzin discloses an alarm clock 
wherein the received signal is received from one of an internet connection, a local 
computer network connection (server; figure 1, element 24; column 3, lines 8-14), an 
independent data drive, an independent audio playback device, or an independent 
computer. 

Therefore, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the 
time the invention was made to modify Van Ryzin's invention such that the received 
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signal is from external source to allow flexibility and customization to the system, which 
allows the user to download files and adjust settings in different ways. 

Regarding claim 16, Van Ryzin discloses an alarm clock but lacks the 
programmable controller sending data to the digital signal processor and the digital 
signal processor transmitting a signal to an external receiving device. Herald discloses 
an alarm clock wherein the programmable controller (figure 1, element 54) sends a data 
signal to the digital signal processor (mode select interface; figure 1 , element 62), and 
the digital signal processor transmits a signal to an external receiving device (server; 
column 4, lines 11 -27). 

Therefore, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the 
time the invention was made to modify Van Ryzin's invention such that the 
programmable controller sends data to the digital signal processor and the digital signal 
processor transmits a signal to an external receiving device to allow a user to 
preselected messages to be played at a preselected time. 

Conclusion 

4. The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to 
applicant's disclosure. 

U.S. Patent No. 5,615,380 to Hyatt discloses an integrated circuit computer 
system having a keyboard input and a sound output 

5. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Jakieda R Jackson whose telephone number is 
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703.305.5593. The examiner can normally be reached on Monday through Friday from 
7:30 a.m. to 5:00p.m. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Talivaldis I. Smits can be reached on 703. 306-301 1 . The fax phone 
numbers for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned are 
703.872.9314 for regular communications and 703.872.9314 for After Final 
communications. 

Any inquiry of a general nature or relating to the status of this application or 
proceeding should be directed to the receptionist whose telephone number is 
703.305.4700. 


JRJ 

November 17, 2003 



